
FRESHMEN: Create and maintain an academic portfolio and record all extracurricular activities.  Review this entire timeline.  Schedule yourself with challenging classes to build strong verbal, math and reasoning skills. Talk with parents and decide on a plan of action for college entrance.  Pick two things (projects/hobbies) that excite you and see if you can exploit it to your advantage for your college portfolio. Take parents to meet counselor and discuss a plan of action. Decide on which planner you are going to use to sharpen your organizational skills.  Register on the website www.Number2.com to help you prepare for the SAT and ACT.

SOPHOMORE: Review all activities from the freshman year requirements and build on your successes.  Meet with the school counselor to get the right courses.  Sign up for as many AP and Honors courses as possible, based on your abilities (follow up with counselor).  Register for the PSAT for this Fall.  Set a date to take a practice (ACT/ SAT/ PSAT) test to get the feel for it (score not important).  Review your outside interest and consider ways to use it to make you more competitive for scholarships.  If you qualify, start applying for scholarships now.  

JUNIOR: Focus on improving homework skills to do better academically (this is very important this year)!  Schedule ACT or SAT ASAP and develop a study plan.  Pick 5 people to write generic letters of recommendation for you this Fall – then start impressing them.  Take PSAT if you haven’t already.  Review plan of action for college entrance w/parents. Request scholarship applications from your colleges of choice. Update your resume.  Review projects/hobbies and shape them for use in college/scholarship search.  Find out when college/ career night is in your school/community and put the dates on your calendar.  Visit collegboard.com for tips and SAT sample questions.

SENIOR: Mark a calendar with important deadlines and appointments in order to deconflict pending appointments.  Set a date to take SAT or ACT if you didn’t do well enough in your Junior year.  Narrow your list of colleges to between five and seven, and get application and financial aid paperwork from them.  Meet with the school counselor to discuss your choices and review your standings and effectiveness of your upcoming class schedule.  If you are thinking about applying early for Early Decision or Early Admission, you need to decide over the next month.  Consider applying online using the common application such as www.applytexas.org or www.commonapp.org to save money.      

EVERY YEAR: Visit your school’s scholarship/college resources room and pick up applicable brochures or financial aid information.  If your high school doesn’t have a room like this, go visit another school’s scholarship resources room.  All students should register or re-apply for www.FASTWEB.com scholarships for monthly updates. Parents need to review an unofficial copy of the students transcript.

FRESHMEN: Work as a volunteer in your community. Consider finding a new interest that you’ve thought about doing.  Try something new to see if you have other talents just as music, journalism, drama, a new sport, etc. 

SOPHOMORES: Think about all the possible majors that might interest you.  Consider the type courses you will need to succeed in those majors and imagine yourself taking the courses.  Update your resume and consider registering for an internship for next Summer.

JUNIORS: Update your resume.  Line up work/internship near your home.  Visit and attend college fairs over the next few months. Take the PSAT to qualify for aid from the National Merit Scholarship pot of money.  This test is also great practice for the SAT I. Talk to your parents about any restrictions they might have for your educational endeavors. It may affect your decision on where to apply. If you are considering an ROTC scholarship, start gathering the application and letters of recommendation (not due until Spring, so you can spend time gathering great letters of references).

SENIORS: Make sure that you know all the college application deadlines since some colleges have late-November deadlines.  If you didn’t score well enough, consider taking the SAT I or ACT tests again since this may be your last chance.  If you truly know where you want to go to college, mail early-action or early decision applications. Ensure that your high school request your transcripts and test results be sent to colleges.  Keep looking for more scholarship money while you prepare your financial aid applications.


FRESHMEN: Start looking and applying for scholarships.  Get focused on your grades and shoot to be in the top 10-25% of your class academically, because your grades will really count starting this year.

SOPHOMORES: Attend several college fairs over the next two months to better compare multiple colleges in one setting.  Talk to your school officials to find fairs near you. Also visit colleges virtually via their websites.  Narrow down your list of colleges to below 30 colleges.

JUNIORS: Request college brochures and financial aid information. Ask mom and dad what they plan to do to help finance your college costs and how much they expect you to pay. Don’t let the cost of a private college discourage you.  Although they seem more expensive on paper, they may be more affordable than a public college, once you figure in financial aid.  Make sure you do all you can to let your colleges of choice know you are interested in them (consider doing the “counselor-o-matic” on the Princeton Review website).

SENIORS: Get your teachers and parents to proofread your essays once you finish them. Identify who you want to do letters for you and give out recommendation forms and stamped envelopes addressed to the colleges' admissions offices.  If you applied early decision, notify the college about any honors you've received since you submitted your application, and have your most recent transcript sent to it, too. For colleges with rolling admissions, the sooner you send in your materials, the better.


FRESHMEN: Build your vocabulary by increasing your reading over the holidays.  If you plan on taking a SAT Subject Test, do it as soon as you complete a specific course, like geometry, for example-even if you take it in ninth grade. You can sign up now for the spring test.  But remember, when your scores are sent to a college later, that college will see every SAT II score you've received.

SOPHOMORES: Talk to your counselor about your PSAT results and see what recommendations they might have for you. While it's probably too early for an SAT-prep class, you may want to do more reading in your free time, take more challenging courses, or practice on old tests. Update your long-term calendar for SAT/ACT and other standardized test (if SAT subject test is needed, schedule it as close as possible to course completion).

JUNIORS: Review your PSAT results with your counselor, and decide whether you'd benefit from an SAT prep course or test-prep software. You can also improve your scores by practicing on previously administered exams. Narrow down your list of colleges to 10, at the most (pick a good variety). Ensure your transcripts and official test scores are sent to the colleges of your choice.

SENIORS: Mail applications, or turn them in at school.  Begin working with your parents on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid form. Apply at www.fafsa.ed.gov, get forms from your high school, or call (800) 433-3243.


FRESHMEN: Write and ask colleges that interest you for information. If you don’t have a definite way of paying for college, it's never too early to start saving for college. You might begin by laying aside any money you received over the holidays.  Do some soul-searching and clearly crystallize why you want to go to college. This will help you decide what to major in and where to attend college.

SOPHOMORES: Start investigating your options for grants and scholarships (be realistic).  Look into National Collegiate Athletic Association requirements if you want to participate in sports in college. Consider whether your athletic experience fits with your college plans: Do you really have a chance of making the team?

JUNIORS: Consider academic challenge, size, location, diversity, or social environment, to name some key examples. If you are a really talented athlete, want to play a sport, and may qualify for an athletic scholarship, contact coaches at colleges you're considering.

SENIORS: Apply for state aid and file all federal financial aid forms, as soon as possible.  Don’t assume your material was received; verify that all your application materials reached the proper offices.  Don't catch "senioritis." Your admission is contingent upon your final grades.  Take one last look at FAFSA for latest scholarship opportunities.



FRESHMEN: Show colleges your commitment to a project. If something really excites you, explore it.  Don't wait until junior year.

SOPHOMORES: If you are considering a military service academy, start gathering applications and letters ASAP.  If your teachers like you, you are doing great. Keep it up. You will need teachers and counselors to write your college recommendations.

JUNIORS: Check with your colleges to see if they prefer or require the ACT, the SAT I, the SAT II, or none of them.  Most colleges will accept either the SAT I or the ACT

SENIORS: Check with colleges to make sure that they have all the documentation they require. Also, be sure your high school sends your midyear grades along to the colleges you've applied to.


FRESHMEN: Don’t worry so much about college yet? Focus on your grades and interests.  Talk to your parents about a plan to finance college 
  

SOPHOMORES: Decide if you want to take an SAT II subject test. It's often better to take the exam as soon as you've completed the relevant class, instead of waiting until later.

JUNIORS: Review your academic portfolio.  Include letters of recommendation, community newspaper clippings, certificates, outstanding class work, and transcripts.  With your parents or a counselor, make a list of colleges to visit during spring break (or in summer or fall). If

possible, it's best to go while classes are in session. Some colleges even help you arrange an overnight stay in a dorm, or lunch with students in the cafeteria, if you ask in advance.

SENIORS: Your financial aid paperwork should be completed by now, as colleges begin sending out acceptances.  Try to find money for college in places such as your place of worship, your school, your parents' employers, and websites like www.EmPowerment21.com.


FRESHMEN: Research career opportunities for yourself.  Talk to your counselor to make sure you schedule the right classes for next year. Besides four years of English and Math, competitive colleges look for advanced Science, Social Science, and some foreign language courses.


SOPHOMORES: Decide whether you should take summer-school classes to improve your grades (ask counselor), fit in a needed course, or just take a class for fun because you like the subject.

JUNIORS: Find summer programs to enroll into one or two colleges of your choice, or at any school where they are covering subject matters that interest you.  By taking AP classes, you can save thousands of dollars. Register for June SATs and ACTs, if needed.  

SENIORS: Wow! Look at how far you have come. Hopefully, you have received most of your decision letters. If you've been wait-listed, contact the admissions office to show interest.  No matter where you were or were not admitted to, you will be accepted by an acceptable college. Study financial aid offers; you need to decide by May 1. Do a college budget and review with parents.

EVERY YEAR: Sign up for AP and Honors Classes for next year, if you can handle it (follow up to ensure you are registered). Visit your school’s scholarship/college resources room and pick up applicable brochures or financial aid information.  If your high school doesn’t have a room like this, go visit another school’s scholarship resources room.


FRESHMEN: Get an internship or a summer job. You can get good experience and save money for college. If you aren’t old enough, volunteer somewhere or enroll in an educational summer camp 

SOPHOMORES: If you don’t need summer school, look around for something useful to do that will make your portfolio stronger. Find an interesting summer job, or try an academic or arts camp.  Begin writing essays on your goals, role model, and life-affecting experiences.

JUNIORS: Take AP tests if eligible; plan to take the June SAT or ACT if you want to apply early.  Find a summer job, or enroll in an academic camp, that will boost your saving or skills. Colleges like jobs/internships that make you really think.  Set up interviews, if necessary. Visit campuses.

SENIORS: Take AP test.  Write thank you notes, if you haven’t already.  You’ll start receiving registration materials this month. Are you going to live on campus or off? Remember that besides tuition, housing, and books, you will still need to pay for your fun!

EVERY YEAR: Review/update your portfolio this month.

FRESHMEN: Check out colleges you are interested in, on the internet.  Research careers and talk to your parents or other adults about your goals. Find opportunities to meet people working in those professions that you think may interest you.

SOPHOMORES: Take the ACT or the June SAT lIs, if appropriate. But remember, once you request that your SAT scores be sent to a college, that college will see scores from every SAT II you've previously taken.  

JUNIORS: Start researching scholarships and thinking about your college essays and teacher recommendations.

SENIORS: Make sure your high school sent your final transcript to your college.

EVERY YEAR: Try to visit three colleges (from your list) this summer!


FRESHMEN: Start a diary/journal and record your summer experiences, or send letters to friends at camp. Read and write as much as possible.  

SOPHOMORES: Spend some time researching colleges.  Urban or rural? Big or small? Public or private? In-state or Out-of-state?

JUNIORS: Prepare your portfolio for the upcoming school year.  Include your extra curricular activities, honors, leadership positions, and jobs. 

SENIORS: Notify the financial aid office if there have been any changes in your family's situation that might merit additional aid.  


FRESHMEN: It's OK to take some time off and relax, especially if you've been having a productive summer. 

SOPHOMORES: If you're close to a university, consider dropping by and walking around. Even an hour long visit will give you a feel for a college. You’ll also get a sense of our own likes and dislikes. 

JUNIORS: If you haven't already, visit colleges now to help you create a list. Map an itinerary, and set up admissions interviews. Counselors advise entering senior year with three or four colleges in mind that are apt to accept you, plus a "safety" and one or two "reach" colleges.

SENIORS: Make sure you know when tuition and room and board payments are due. In addition to shopping for your new dorm room, spend

time thinking about what you want to accomplish in college.  It's finally time to go!

NOTE: If you have questions about or related to the timeline, please twitter me at www.twitter.com/nippybetz, visit FB and search for EP21 or  post your question to our message board so others can benefit from the answer: http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/betzenterprises
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